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	Main body: ANNOUNCING: Sno-Isle Food Co-op Becomes a Certified B CorporationEVERETT, Wash. | June 26, 2019On June 26, 2019, Everett's Sno-Isle Food Co-op became the only cooperative grocery store to be awarded a B Corporation® certification. B Corp™ certification identifies a new type of company that uses the power of business to solve social and environmental problems and enables consumers and investors to identify companies that align with their values. The Co-op was certified by the non-profit B Lab to meet rigorous standards of social and environmental performance, accountability, and transparency. In doing so, the Co-op has evaluated how their practices impact their employees, the community, the environment, and their customers.  The Co-op naturally scores high under governance, as they are a community owned grocery store. Owned by over 5,000 families in Snohomish and Island Counties, Sno-Isle Food Co-op elects a voluntary Board of Trustees to set strategic plans for the Co-op's future. With committees including the Community Engagement Committee, the Co-op and its volunteers play an active role in advocating for the growth of the community's local food systems.Sno-Isle Food Co-op's General Manager Gretchen Weimer says she hopes the certification will increase the Co-op's transparency. Now included in the B Corporation's directory, Sno-Isle's impact assessment scores are made public records.Weimer describes the certification process as, “Eye-opening. It sparked many opportunities for us to enhance the work we have already been trying to do.” Though the Co-op has always remained environmentally conscious  - always composting and using paper bags instead of plastic  - the certification process inspired the Co-op's Green Team. This team of employees monitors the Co-op's waste habits, energy use, and creates new procedures to better the store's systems. Today, there are over 2,500 Certified B Corps around the globe, including Dr. Bronner's, Yogi Tea, and Patagonia. The Co-op is proud to join them in redefining success in business, so that one day everyone uses business as a force for good.About Sno-Isle Food Co-opSno-Isle Food Co-op is a full-service grocery store located in downtown Everett, offering local and organic foods. The Co-op is owned by over 5,000 families in Snohomish & Island County areas and has a commitment to strengthening the economic, social and environmental fabric of our community. Since 1997, the Co-op has demonstrated a priority in sourcing local and sustainable products to ensure the ongoing preservation and betterment of the Earth. The Co-op's vision is to grow the community from the roots up.About B Corporations®Certified B Corporations are for-profit companies that use the power of business to build a more inclusive and sustainable economy. They meet the highest verified standards of social and environmental performance, transparency, and accountability. To date, there are more than 2,500  B Corps in 130 industries and 60 countries around the world.About B Lab® B Lab is a nonprofit that serves a global movement of people using business as a force for good™. Their initiatives include B Corp Certification, administration of the B Impact Management programs, and advocacy for governance structures like the benefit corporation. B Lab's vision is of an inclusive and sustainable economy that creates a shared prosperity for all. 


